BIRD NEWS OF WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS

SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 2009 REPORT

Key

resident = a species breeding in the region

migrant = a species breeding north of our region and wintering to our south, but passing through in spring or fall 

visitor = a species breeding outside of our region, but present in some numbers for extended period in summer or winter

vagrant = a species breeding outside of our region and very rarely present here, usually for short periods

peak number(s) = largest or relatively large numbers of individuals of a species reported at a certain location on a day

record = detected presence of one individual or a similar number of individuals at one location on a single day, or over several days

early/late date(s) = dates earlier than a normal arrival date, or later than a normal departure date

The following status categories refer to the likelihood of sighting a species, not numbers present in region.

Common = more than 30 records in region per year or period

Uncommon = 10-30 records in region per year or period

Rare = less than 10 records per year or period, but more than 40 ever

Casual = 7-40 records ever (in caps)

Accidental = less than 7 records ever (in caps)

Unless noted, all sightings of uncommon or rare species are listed

Snow Goose 
Uncommon migrant


10/11,21
1
Granville
J. Weeks


No flocks for second year in row.

CACKLING GOOSE
Casual migrant


10/5
1
Northampton
F. Bowrys


10/13
1
Hadley
F. Bowrys


10/25,29
1,2
Hadley
J. Smith


10/27
1
Turners Falls
F. Bowrys


Now 16 period records since 2006
Brant
Uncommon fall migrant, rare in spring


10/1
13
Granville
J. Weeks


10/17
2
Northampton
F. Bowrys


10/25
3
Hadley
J. Smith


10/28
1
Pittsfield
J. Morris-Siegel


10/31
1
Pontoosuc
C. Blagdon


Average 2.9 period records per year since 1981, peak 7 in 1993, 10 in 1945-1979
Mute Swan
Uncommon and local year round resident


10/8
9
Longmeadow
S. Kellogg


10/13
22
Turners Falls
H. Allen


10/17
1
Holyoke
S. Svec


Now 41 period records since 1985

Wood Duck
Common resident and migrant – peak numbers


9/4
30
Northampton
T. Gagnon


9/8
50
Amherst
H. Allen


9/22
50
Longmeadow
G. Kingston


10/11
23
Cheshire
M. & K. Conway

Gadwall
Uncommon migrant 


10/15
1
Springfield
A. & L. Richardson


10/25
1
Hadley
J. Smith


10/20
3
Longmeadow
T. Alicea


10/30
2
Onota
T. Collins


10/31
1
Pontoosuc
C. Blagdon


Average 2.7 period records per year since 1977, peak 7 in 1993, 23 records 1935-75
American Wigeon
Uncommon migrant 


10/16
1
Longmeadow
B. Tynan


10/20
2
Longmeadow
T. Alicea


10/26
2
Amherst
J. Smith


Average 6.4 period records per year since 1978, peak 15 in 2006
Blue-winged Teal
Uncommon migrant 


9/13
2
Williamstown
C. Jones


10/2
3
Chicopee
F. Bowrys


10/20
1
Longmeadow
T. Alicea


Average 5.8 period records per year since 1978, peak 14 in 1994
Northern Shoveler
Rare migrant


10/8
3
Longmeadow
S. Kellogg


10/20
3
Longmeadow
T. Alicea


Now 57 period records since 1935
Northern Pintail
Uncommon migrant 


9/22
1
Longmeadow
G. Kingston


Average 4.3 period records per year since 1979, peak 9 in 1984
Green-winged Teal
Common migrant – peak numbers, late date


10/3
11
Turners Falls
H. Allen


10/4
20
Longmeadow
L. Therrien


10/16
16
Longmeadow
B. Tynan


10/17
15
W Quabbin
B. Lafley


10/17
9
Holyoke
S. Svec


10/20
1
Longmeadow
T. Alicea


Low numbers for five straight years
Redhead 
Rare migrant


10/19
1
New Marlboro
N. Kotovich


10/25
1
Turners Falls
M. Fairbrother


Now 30 period records since 1951, four 1935-39
Ring-necked Duck
Common migrant – all records


10/19
9
Turners Falls
H. Allen


10/25-25
2-3
Turners Falls
M. Fairbrother, F. Bowrys


10/31
605
Mud Pond
C. Blagdon


Another poor year, including numbers at Mud Pond
Greater Scaup
Uncommon migrant 


Average 4.0 period records per year since 1981, none in 2008 and 2009
Lesser Scaup
Uncommon migrant


Average 4.0 period records per year since 1983, first time none since 1984.
Surf Scoter
Uncommon migrant


10/14
7
Cheshire
G. Hurley


10/14
9
Onota
G. Hurley


10/14
1
Pontoosuc
G. Hurley


10/24
1
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


Average 3.7 period records per year since 1977, peak 10 in 1987


19 records in 1935-1975

White-winged Scoter
Uncommon migrant


10/14
2
Onota
G. Hurley


10/14
1
Pontoosuc
G. Hurley


10/23
1
Orange
H. Allen


10/24
17
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


10/24
3
W Quabbin
L. Therrien

Average 4.0 period records per year since 1978, peak 11 in 2005

Black Scoter
Uncommon migrant


10/14
35
Cheshire
G. Hurley


10/14
8
Onota
G. Hurley


10/14
23
Pontoosuc
G. Hurley


10/18
1
Southwick
S. Kellogg


10/24
37
Northampton
B. Bieda


10/24
16
S Quabbin
J. Smith


10/24
31
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


10/26
3
Amherst
J. Smith


10/26
1
Turners Falls
J. Smith


10/26
3
Turners Falls
F. Bowrys


10/30
2
Stockbridge
H. Allen


Average 7.9 period records per year since 1978, peak 15 in 1997
Long-tailed Duck
Uncommon migrant


10/24
3
W Quabbin
L. Therrien


10/30
2
Richmond
T. Collins


Average 2.2 period records per year since 1982, peak 8 in 1992
Bufflehead
Common migrant – all records


10/18
2
Onota
B. Wood


One period record is very few

Common Goldeneye
Common migrant – all records


10/28
1
Pittsfield
J. Morris-Siegel


One period record is very few

Hooded Merganser
Common migrant – peak numbers


10/17
7
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


10/24
9
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


10/30
8
Hinsdale
H. Allen

Common Merganser
Common migrant and uncommon resident, early dates


9/2
1
W Springfield
J. Zepko


9/6
26
W Quabbin
L. Therrien


9/22
7
W Quabbin
L. Therrien


9/23
1
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


More early dates than usual, highest September flock count
Red-breasted Merganser
Uncommon migrant


10/11
1
Cheshire
M. & K. Conway


10/31
1
Mud Pond
C. Blagdon


Average 2.2 period records per year since 1978, peak 7 in 1984
Ruddy Duck
Uncommon migrant


10/31
5
Mud Pond
C. Blagdon


Average 6.4 period records per year since 1979, peak 11 in 1996 


54 records 1935-1976
Ruffed Grouse
Common year round resident – peak numbers


9/16
2
W Quabbin
L. Therrien


9/20
2
C. Quabbin
L. Therrien


10/14
3
Granville
J. Weeks

Wild Turkey
Common year round resident – peak numbers


9/8
15
Southwick
S. Kellogg


10/12
27
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


10/24
19
S Quabbin
L. Therrien

Red-throated Loon
Rare migrant


10/11
2
W Quabbin
L. Therrien


43 period records since 1970, three 1941-1966

Common Loon
Uncommon migrant and resident 


9/5
5
W Quabbin
L. Therrien


9/9
1
Russell
T. Swochak


10/15
5
Granville
J. Weeks


10/17
1
Holyoke
S. Svec


10/17
2
Onota
T. Collins


10/24
9
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


10/25
2
Ludlow
H. Allen


10/28
7
Pittsfield
J. Morris-Siegel


10/31
1
Mud Pond
C. Blagdon


10/31
1
Southwick
S. Kellogg


Average 7.1 period records per year since 2002, peak 14 in 2009

Pied-billed Grebe
Uncommon migrant and casual resident


9/18
1
Longmeadow
B. Staron


10/3
1
Turners Falls
H. Allen


10/4
1
Brookfield
M. Lynch


10/11
1
Cheshire
M. & K. Conway


10/14
1
Cheshire
G. Hurley


10/16
1
Longmeadow
B. Tynan


10/17
2
Holyoke
S. Svec


10/19
2
Turners Falls
H. Allen


10/25
1
Ludlow
H. Allen


10/26
2
Amherst
J. Smith


10/26
2
Turners Falls
F. Bowrys


10/30
5
Cheshire
H. Allen


10/30
1
Richmond
T. Collins


10/31
5
Mud Pond
C. Blagdon


Average 8.8 period records per year since 2002, peak 14 in 2009
Horned Grebe
Uncommon migrant 


10/12
4
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


10/13
2
Turners Falls
H. Allen


10/17
3
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


10/19
5
S Quabbin
H. Allen


10/19
2
Turners Falls
H. Allen


10/20
1
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


10/24
2
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


Average 4.2 period records per year since 1994, peak 7 in 2006
Red-necked Grebe
Rare migrant 


10/19
1
Belchertown
L. Therrien


Average 1.6 period records per year since 1956, peak 6 in 1996, 2006

Double-crested Cormorant
Common migrant and summer visitor – peak numbers


9/30
12
S Hadley
H. Allen


10/10
52
Sheffield
J. Drucker


10/13
14
Turners Falls
H. Allen

American Bittern
Uncommon resident and rare migrant


9/2
1
Longmeadow
J. Wojtanowski


Now 39 period records since 1979
Great Egret
Uncommon migrant and summer visitor


9/3-22
1
Amherst
L. Therrien, H. Allen


9/3
1
Pittsfield
G. Himmel


9/3
3
Sheffield
R. Laubach


9/13
2
Turners Falls
S. Surner


9/15
1
Easthampton
B. Bieda


9/18
1
Turners Falls
H. Allen


9/24
1
Mt Holyoke
J. Zepko


9/29
1
Egremont
J. Morris-siegel


10/3
1
Egremont
J. Drucker


10/8
1
Westfield
E. Goodkin


10/10
1
Sheffield
J. Drucker


10/11
1
Holyoke
F. Bowrys


Average 9.1 period records per year since 1994, peak 16 in 2007
Green Heron
Uncommon resident 


9/8
8
Amherst
H. Allen


9/13
1
Williamstown
C. Jones


9/15
1
Easthampton
B. Bieda


9/18
1
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


9/18,19
2
Belchertown
L. Therrien


10/4
1
Brookfield
M. Lynch

Black Vulture
Uncommon resident


9/18
3
Becket
R. Laubach


9/19,10/20
4
Granville
J. Weeks


10/10,12
5,15
Sheffield
J. Drucker


10/11
1
Southwick
S. Kellogg


Average 3.1 period records per year since 1989, peak 9 in 2004
Turkey Vulture
Common resident and migrant – peak and total watch numbers


9/19-11/9
433
Granville
J. Weeks


9/25-10/2
369
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


10/11
42
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


10/12
99
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


10/12
57
Granville
J. Weeks


10/14
75
Granville
J. Weeks


10/17
46
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


Highest ever seasonal numbers at Barre Falls and Granville in Granville

Osprey
Common migrant and rare resident - peak and total watch numbers


8/20-10/2
140
Granville
J. Weeks


8/27-10/2
146
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


9/9-19
19
Russell
T. Swochak


9/16
22
Mt Tom
T. Gagnon


9/24
14
Granville
J. Weeks


10/10
21
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


10/31
1
Richmond
C. Blagdon


Lowest seasonal numbers at Granville 


Second lowest numbers at Barre Falls (92 in 2002)

Bald Eagle
Common year round resident and migrant - peak and total watch numbers


8/27-11/2
75
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


8/31-11/4
48
Granville
J. Weeks


9/13,14
5
Mt Tom
T. Gagnon


9/9,18
6
Russell
T. Swochak


10/11
9
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


Highest seasonal numbers at Barre Falls, but low at Granville

Northern Harrier
Uncommon migrant  - peak and total watch numbers, all records


8/31-11/8
61
Granville
J. Weeks


9/6-11/3
38
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


9/10-15
4
Mt Tom
T. Gagnon


9/10-18
3
Russell
T. Swochak


9/12
1
Northampton
H. Allen


9/20
5
Granville
J. Weeks


10/10,12
1
Sheffield
J. Drucker


10/11
1
S Quabbin
M. Lynch


10/11
1
W Quabbin
L. Therrien


10/12
1
Amherst
H. Allen


10/14
1
Northampton
T. Gagnon


10/17
4
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


10/17
5
Granville
J. Weeks


10/17
1
Holyoke
S. Svec


10/21
1
Deerfield
F. Bowrys


10/25
2
Hadley
J. Smith


10/29
4
Granville
J. Weeks


Lowest seasonal number since 2001 at Granville


A little below average at Barre Falls
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Common migrant and uncommon resident - peak and total watch numbers


8/20-11/2
754
Granville
J. Weeks


8/31-11/2
1263
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


9/9-20
86
Russell
T. Swochak


9/10-19
81
Mt Tom
T. Gagnon


9/19
66
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


9/19
52
Granville
J. Weeks


9/24
62
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


9/24
75
Granville
J. Weeks


9/25
59
Granville
J. Weeks


10/6
88
Granville
J. Weeks


10/8
103
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


10/10
180
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


10/11
82
Granville
J. Weeks


10/14
73
Granville
J. Weeks


Second highest number to 2003 (1600) at Barre Falls


Lowest seasonal number since 1998 at Granville
Cooper's Hawk
Uncommon year round resident and migrant - peak and total watch numbers


9/4-11/9
100
Granville
J. Weeks


9/6-11/11
156
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


9/10-18
4
Russell
T. Swochak


10/6
9
Granville
J. Weeks


10/8
10
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


10/10
12
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


10/11
9
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


10/12
14
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


10/14
9
Granville
J. Weeks


Highest seasonal numbers at Barre Falls


Slightly above average seasonal numbers at Granville
Northern Goshawk
Uncommon resident and migrant


9/5
1
W Quabbin
L. Therrien


9/15
1
Mt Tom
L. Therrien


10/2
2
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


10/6,11
2,4
Granville
J. Weeks


10/12
1
Sheffield
J. Drucker


10/14,20
1,2
Granville
J. Weeks


10/17,20
1
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


10/23,29
1
Granville
J. Weeks


10/26
1
Amherst
H. Allen


Slightly below average seasonal numbers at Barre Falls and Granville


Average 3.2 period records per year since 1994 away from watches

Red-shouldered Hawk
Common resident and migrant – total and peak watch numbers


8/31-11/2
49
Granville
J. Weeks


9/9-11/21
54
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


10/29
8
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


11/1
9
Granville
J. Weeks


11/2
14
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


Slightly below average seasonal numbers at Barre Falls and Granville
Broad-winged Hawk
Common resident and migrant - peak and total watch numbers


8/23-10/1
5003
Granville
J. Weeks


9/6-10/12
2680
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


9/9-20
2402
Russell
T. Swochak


9/13
103
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


9/13
444
Granville
J. Weeks


9/13
609
Russell
T. Swochak


9/14
176
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


9/14
141
Granville
J. Weeks


9/15
1263
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


9/15
477
Granville
J. Weeks


9/15
314
Mt Tom
L. Therrien


9/15
392
Mt Tom
T. Gagnon


9/15
317
Russell
T. Swochak


9/16
340
Deerfield
D. Minear


9/16
499
Granville
J. Weeks


9/17
200
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


9/17
1444
Granville
J. Weeks


9/17
741
Russell
T. Swochak


9/18
580
Granville
J. Weeks


9/18
313
Russell
T. Swochak


9/19
245
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


9/19
735
Granville
J. Weeks


9/21
478
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


9/21
359
Granville
J. Weeks


9/24
239
Granville
J. Weeks


10/11
1
Blandford
M. & K. Conway


10/25
1
New Salem
B. Lafley


Above  average seasonal numbers at Granville


Well below average seasonal numbers at Barre Falls and Russell
Red-tailed Hawk
Common year round resident and common migrant - peak and total watch numbers


9/17-11/2
317
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


10/5-11/22
287
Granville
J. Weeks


10/12
28
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


10/17
42
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


10/20
31
Granville
J. Weeks


10/26
37
Granville
J. Weeks


10/29
32
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


11/2
24
Granville
J. Weeks


11/4
22
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


11/6
27
Granville
J. Weeks


Better than 208, but still below average seasonal numbers at Barre Falls and Granville.

Golden Eagle
Rare migrant


10/17
1
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


10/17,19
1
Granville
J. Weeks


10/22,29
1
Granville
J. Weeks


11/2
2
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


11/4,5
1
Granville
J. Weeks


11/7,8
1
Granville
J. Weeks


Average 5.5 period records per year since 1987, peak 14 in 2002
American Kestrel
Uncommon resident, common migrant 


8/20-10/2
240
Granville
J. Weeks


9/10-18
11
Russell
T. Swochak


9/6-11/2
226
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


9/15
16
Granville
J. Weeks


9/24
15
Granville
J. Weeks


10/8
23
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


10/10
61
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


Lowest numbers ever at Granville


Second highest numbers at Barre Falls  (229 in 2003)
Merlin
Uncommon migrant - peak and total watch numbers


9/1
1
Northampton
T. Gagnon


9/6-10/14
21
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


9/9-10/23
34
Granville
J. Weeks


9/10-19
10
Mt Tom
T. Gagnon


9/6
3
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


9/9
1
Russell
T. Swochak


9/24
4
Granville
J. Weeks


10/14
4
Granville
J. Weeks

Highest seasonal numbers ever at Granville


Lowest numbers at Barre Falls since 2002


Average 5.0 period records per year since 2001 away from watches

Peregrine Falcon
Uncommon resident and migrant - peak and total watch numbers


9/10,13
1,2
Russell
T. Swochak


9/14,15
1
Mt Tom
T. Gagnon


9/15,24
1
Granville
J. Weeks


9/16
1
Deerfield
D. Minear


9/18,19
1
Mt Tom
T. Gagnon


9/19
1
New Salem
L. Therrien


9/22
1
Longmeadow
S. Kellogg


9/24
2
Mt Holyoke
J. Zepko


10/5,11
1
Granville
J. Weeks


10/5,14,17
1
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


10/14,15
1
Granville
J. Weeks


Low numbers for both Barre Falls and Granville


Average 6.3 period records per year since 1994 away from watches
Virginia Rail
Uncommon resident, rare in fall 


9/7
1
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


Now 29 period records since 1979 

American Coot
Uncommon migrant


10/25
1
W Quabbin
B. Lafley


Average 4.5 period records per year since 1997 
SANDHILL CRANE
Casual migrant and resident


9/9
4
New Marlboro
E. Sattler


9/11
2
New Marlboro
R. Laubach


Now 3 period records, 1962, 2004 and 2009.

Black-bellied Plover
Rare migrant


10/25
2
W Quabbin
B. Lafley


Average 4.7 period records per year since 1980, peak 20 in 1984


Were 78 records 1935-1979

Golden Plover
Rare migrant


9/6
1
Northampton
S. Surner


9/19
1
Hatfield
M. Fairbrother


10/25
1
Hadley
J. Smith


Average 4.7 period records per year since 1979, peak 20 in1984 and1991

Semipalmated Plover
Uncommon migrant


9/13
7
Northfield
S. Surner


9/19
2
Hatfield
M. Fairbrother


Average 4.5 period records per year since 1979, peak 18 in 2006
Killdeer
Common resident – peak numbers


9/6
18
Southwick
S. Kellogg


9/13
77
Hatfield
S. Surner


10/8
11
Northampton
F. Bowrys


10/24
167
Hadley
S. Surner

Spotted Sandpiper
Common resident and uncommon migrant – late dates


9/1
1
SAV
H. Allen


9/9
1
Amherst
L. Therrien


9/28
3
Belchertown
L. Therrien


10/17
2
Holyoke
S. Svec


Average 2.0 period records per year since 1979, peak 6 in 1998, 2003
Solitary Sandpiper
Common migrant – late dates


9/1
1
SAV
T. Gagnon


9/7
2
Amherst
H. Allen


9/15
4
Easthampton
B. Bieda


9/18
1
W Quabbin
L. Therrien


9/19
4
Williamstown
C. Jones


Average 2.3 period records per year since 1979, peak 8 in 1998
Greater Yellowlegs
Uncommon migrant


9/3
1
Amherst
L. Therrien


Average 9.2 period records per year since 1979, peak 21 in 1985
Lesser Yellowlegs
Uncommon migrant


9/6
1
Northampton
S. Surner


9/19
1
Williamstown
C. Jones


Average 4.7 period records per year since 1979, peak 14 in 2002

Semipalmated Sandpiper
Uncommon migrant


Average 3.2 period records per year since 1979 peak 6 six in 2006


Not missed 1979-2008. 
Least Sandpiper
Common migrant – peak numbers and late date


9/6
1
Northampton
S. Surner


9/13
1
Deerfield
S. Surner


9/13
4
Williamstown
C. Jones


9/15
22
Easthampton
B. Bieda


9/19
4
Hatfield
M. Fairbrother


10/11
1
Hadley
S. Surner


9/19
1
Hatfield
M. Fairbrother


10/24
4
Hadley
S. Surner


Average 3.2 period records per year since 1979 peak 7 in 1996, 2003



Now 16 October dates since 1979, only later date 10/28, 2005
White-rumped Sandpiper
Rare fall migrant


9/13
1
Deerfield
S. Surner


Now 54 records since 1981, 17 records 1935-1978 

Pectoral Sandpiper
Uncommon migrant


10/22
1
Hadley
H. Allen


Average 8.0 period records per year since 1979, peak 19 in 1984

Buff-breasted Sandpiper
Rare fall migrant


Now 32 records since 1985, 4 in 1950-1975
Wilson's Snipe
Uncommon migrant and resident


10/3
3
Egremont
J. Drucker


10/24
4
Hadley
S. Surner


Average 3.9 period records per year since 1979, peak 12 in 1990

American Woodcock
Common resident – late dates


Average 2.3 period records per year since 1979, last none in 1994

Bonaparte’s Gull
Rare migrant


10/10
1
S Quabbin
J. Rose


10/11
1
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


Average 2.3 period records per year since 1978, 18 in 1937-1970

Black-billed Cuckoo
Uncommon resident


9/6
1
W Quabbin
L. Therrien


Now 22 period records since 1979

Eastern Screech Owl
Common year round resident (lowlands)


9/3
1
Westfield
J. Hutchison


9/10
1
Pittsfield
T. Collins

Great Horned Owl
Common year round resident


9/6
1
Amherst
H. Allen


10/15,17
1
Southwick
S. Kellogg

Barred Owl
Common year round resident (highlands)


9/7
1
Southwick
S. Kellogg


9/9
1
Monroe
M. Lynch


9/13
1
Belchertown
S. Surner


9/14
1
W Quabbin
L. Therrien


9/16
1
Amherst
H. Allen


9/27
1
Becket
R. Laubach


10/3
1
Lenox
R. Laubach

Long-eared Owl
Rare migrant, resident, and winter visitor


9/14
1
Otis
W. Rogers


Now 19 period records since 1935, four since 1989

Short-eared Owl
Rare migrant


10/25
1
Hadley
J. Smith


Now 14 period records since 1935, last in 2003.

Saw-whet Owl
Uncommon year round resident, migrant, and winter visitor


10/6
2
Williamstown
D. Jones


10/9
1
Hatfield
F. Bowrys


10/9
3
Williamstown
D. Jones


Now 23 period records since 1979

Common Nighthawk
Common late summer and early fall migrant, uncommon in spring


9/1
341
Northampton
T. Gagnon


9/2
360
Pittsfield
J. Robinson


9/2
100
Whately
P. Jacques


9/2,3
80
Granville
J. Weeks


9/3
889
Northampton
T. Gagnon


9/3
896
Pittsfield
J. Robinson


9/3
230
Southwick
S. Kellogg


9/3
120
Westfield
S. Kellogg


9/4
97
Northampton
T. Gagnon


9/4
368
Northampton
T. Gagnon


9/13
1
Russell
T. Swochak


9/13
1
Southwick
S. Ricker


The September 3 counts are the highest at least since 1997
Chimney Swift
Common resident – late date


9/24
7
Granville
J. Weeks


9/24
4
Mt Holyoke
J. Zepko

Ruby-throated Hummingbird
Common resident and migrant - peak numbers and late dates


8/23-9/22
32
Granville
J. Weeks


9/15
4
Mt Tom
T. Gagnon


9/17
1
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


9/17
1
Russell
T. Swochak


9/18
2
W Quabbin
L. Therrien


9/19
1
New Salem
L. Therrien


9/24
1
Granville
J. Weeks


10/4
2
Whately
B. Benner

Red-headed Woodpecker
Rare vagrant


10/11
1
S Quabbin
M. Lynch


Now 38 period records since 1978

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker
Common resident – late dates


10/17
1
Holyoke
S. Svec


10/19
2
Chicopee
F. Bowrys


10/20
1
Hadley
P. Yeskie

Northern Flicker
Common resident – peak numbers


10/11
18
S Quabbin
M. Lynch


10/11
7
W Quabbin
L. Therrien

Pileated Woodpecker
Common year round resident – peak number


9/20
6
C. Quabbin
L. Therrien

Olive-sided Flycatcher
Uncommon migrant and rare resident


9/1
1
Amherst
L. Therrien


9/3
1
Amherst
L. Therrien


9/13
1
Pittsfield
N. Mole


Average 3.2 period records per year since 1978, peak 6 in 1987,1997, 2003
Eastern Wood Pewee
Common resident – peak number and late dates


9/2
11
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


9/22
1
Southwick
S. Kellogg


9/23
1
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


9/25
1
W Quabbin
L. Therrien

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher
Rare migrant


9/13
3
Amherst
H. Allen


Average 2.3 period records per year since 1978,
Least Flycatcher
Common resident - late dates


9/2
1
Granville
J. Weeks
Eastern Phoebe
Common resident – late dates


10/25
1
Hadley
J. Smith


10/25
1
W Quabbin
B. Lafley


10/26
1
Southwick
S. Kellogg

Great Crested Flycatcher
Common resident – late dates


9/1
2
Amherst
L. Therrien


9/5
1
Southwick
S. Kellogg


9/5
1
W Quabbin
L. Therrien


Latest date since 1987
Eastern Kingbird
Common resident - late dates


9/1
1
Amherst
L. Therrien


9/1
2
Windsor
T. Gagnon


9/5
1
W Quabbin
L. Therrien

SCISSOR-TAILED FLYCATCHER


Accidental vagrant


10/20-22
1
Orange
J. Johnstone

Shrike species

9/10
1
Windsor
H. Lappen

If Northern would be earliest ever date, if Loggerhead, would be first record since 1978

Northern Shrike
Uncommon migrant and winter resident

10/17
1
W Quabbin
B. Lafley

10/30
1
Windsor
H. Allen

Now 38 period records since 1979, 10/17 is earliest date since 1979
Yellow-throated Vireo
Common resident – all records

9/2
1
S Quabbin
L. Therrien

9/3
2
Sheffield
R. Laubach

9/6
1
W Quabbin
L. Therrien

9/20
1
C. Quabbin
L. Therrien

Blue-headed Vireo
Common resident and migrant – late dates

10/17
1
Holyoke
S. Svec

10/17
1
S Quabbin
L. Therrien

10/20
1
Hadley
P. Yeskie

Warbling Vireo
Common resident – late date

10/1
1
Amherst
H. Allen

Philadelphia Vireo
Uncommon fall migrant

9/18
1
S Quabbin
L. Therrien

9/20
2
C. Quabbin
L. Therrien

10/4
1
Amherst
D. Minear

10/4
1
Brookfield
M. Lynch

10/6
1
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


Average 2.3 period records per year since 1978, peak 16 in 1992
Now 21 October records since 1978
American Crow
Common year round resident


10/17
1000
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


10/17
380
Granville
J. Weeks


10/29
345
Granville
J. Weeks

Fish Crow
Uncommon year round resident


9/5
2
Southwick
S. Kellogg


Now 52 period records since 1984

Common Raven
Common year round resident - peak numbers


9/15
8
Mt Holyoke
H. Allen


10/14
10
Granville
J. Weeks

Horned Lark 
Common migrant and uncommon resident – peak numbers


10/12
3
Sheffield
J. Drucker


10/14
1
Granville
J. Weeks


10/14
10
Northampton
T. Gagnon


10/15
30
Northampton
B. Lafley


10/27
30
Hadley
J. Smith


10/31
100
Northampton
F. Bowrys

Tree Swallow
Common resident – late dates


10/9
10
Granville
J. Weeks


10/11
100
Southwick
S. Kellogg


10/17
3
Pontoosuc
T. Collins


10/18
80
Southwick
S. Kellogg

Cliff Swallow
Uncommon resident – late date


9/20
6
Granville
J. Weeks


Now 46 period records since 1983

Red-breasted Nuthatch
Common resident and migrant – peak numbers


9/9
11
Monroe
M. Lynch


9/18
17
W Quabbin
L. Therrien


10/11
14
W Quabbin
L. Therrien

Brown Creeper
Common resident, migrant, and winter visitor – peak numbers


9/20
6
C. Quabbin
L. Therrien


10/11
11
S Quabbin
M. Lynch

House Wren
Common resident – late dates


10/4
1
Southwick
S. Kellogg


10/10
3
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


10/17
1
S Quabbin
L. Therrien

Winter Wren
Common resident and migrant – peak count and late dates


10/11
3
W Quabbin
L. Therrien


10/12
3
Becket
R. Laubach


10/22
2
W Quabbin
L. Therrien


10/26
1
Belchertown
L. Therrien

Marsh Wren
Rare and local resident and migrant


9/22
1
Northampton
T. Gagnon


9/25
1
Northampton
L. Therrien


Now 44 records since 1962 

Golden-crowned Kinglet
Common migrant and winter visitor, uncommon resident (highlands) - peak numbers


9/20
11
C. Quabbin
L. Therrien


10/11
11
W Quabbin
L. Therrien


10/17
8
S Quabbin
L. Therrien

Ruby-crowned Kinglet
Common migrant – early dates, peak numbers


9/6
2
W Quabbin
L. Therrien


9/7
2
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


9/9
1
Amherst
L. Therrien


9/20
17
C. Quabbin
L. Therrien


9/25
15
W Quabbin
L. Therrien


10/8
10
Pittsfield
N. Mole


10/10
53
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


10/11
42
S Quabbin
M. Lynch

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
Common resident - late dates


9/2
1
W Springfield
J. Zepko


9/7
5
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


9/9
1
Amherst
L. Therrien


Now 35 period records since 1986

Eastern Bluebird
Common resident, migrant and winter visitor – peak numbers


9/4
18
Northampton
T. Gagnon


9/19
24
Northampton
T. Gagnon


10/4
18
Brookfield
M. Lynch


10/18
14
Pittsfield
B. Wood

Veery
Common resident – late date


9/16
1
W Quabbin
L. Therrien

Grey-cheeked Thrush
Rare migrant


10/7
1
Northampton
F. Bowrys


Now 55 period records since 1979
Swainson's Thrush
Uncommon migrant and resident (highlands)


9/6
2
Belchertown
L. Therrien


9/7
1
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


9/9
2
Monroe
M. Lynch


9/19
1
W Quabbin
L. Therrien


9/22
1
W Quabbin
L. Therrien


9/23
2
N Adams
C. Jones


9/28
1
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


10/3
1
Pittsfield
R. Laubach


10/9
1
Hadley
P. Yeskie


Average 5.0 period records per year since 1994, peak 9 in 1997, 2006, 2008, 2009

Hermit Thrush
Common resident and migrant – peak numbers


10/10
16
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


10/11
26
S Quabbin
M. Lynch

Wood Thrush
Common resident – late date


9/28
2
S Quabbin
L. Therrien

American Robin
Common resident, migrant, and winter visitor– peak number


10/23
1000
Hadleye
J. Smith

Gray Catbird
Common resident – late dates


10/11
1
Belchertown
L. Therrien


10/11
6
S Quabbin
M. Lynch


10/12
2
S Quabbin
L. Therrien

Brown Thrasher
Uncommon resident


9/7
1
Northampton
T. Gagnon


9/13
1
Amherst
H. Allen


9/20
1
C. Quabbin
L. Therrien


9/20
1
Hadley
S. Surner


9/20
1
Northampton
S. Surner


9/29
1
Westfield
J. Hutchison


10/4
1
Longmeadow
L. Therrien


Now 21 period records since 1994

American Pipit
Common fall migrant – early dates and peak numbers


9/13
2
Turners Falls
S. Surner


9/20
1
Granville
J. Weeks


10/5
50
Pittsfield
T. Collins


10/8
30
Longmeadow
B. Tynan


10/10
22
Sheffield
J. Drucker


10/14
30
Northampton
T. Gagnon


10/20
90
Longmeadow
T. Alicea


10/23
24
Orange
H. Allen


10/24
55
Hadley
S. Surner


10/29
45
Hadley
J. Smith


10/31
100
Northampton
F. Bowrys

Cedar Waxwing
Common year round resident, peak numbers


9/20
32
C. Quabbin
L. Therrien


10/4
48
Brookfield
M. Lynch


10/10
85
S Quabbin
J. Rose

Blue-winged Warbler
Common resident – late date


9/3
1
Westfield
J. Hutchison

Tennessee Warbler
Uncommon migrant


9/6
1
W Quabbin
L. Therrien


9/14
1
W Quabbin
L. Therrien


9/15
1
Granville
P. Desjardins


9/18
1
W Quabbin
L. Therrien


9/20
1
Granville
S. Kellogg


9/21
1
W Quabbin
L. Therrien


10/4
1
Granville
J. Weeks


10/8
1
Hadley
P. Yeskie


10/11
1
Granville
J. Weeks


10/16
1
Longmeadow
B. Tynan


10/26
1
Amherst
J. Smith


Average 5.1 period records per year since 1994, peak 11 in 2009


10/26 is latest date since 1990
Orange-crowned Warbler
Rare fall migrant


10/9
1
Hadley
P. Yeskie


10/11
1
S Quabbin
M. Lynch


Average 1.8 period records per year since 1978, peak 5 in 1990

Nashville Warbler
Common migrant and uncommon resident (highlands) – peak number and late dates


9/13
4
Pittsfield
N. Mole


10/7
1
Northampton
F. Bowrys


10/8
1
Hadley
P. Yeskie


10/8
3
Pittsfield
N. Mole


10/9
1
Hadley
P. Yeskie


10/9
1
Lenox
R. Laubach

Northern Parula
Common migrant – peak numbers, early and late dates


9/2
2
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


9/3
1
Amherst
L. Therrien


9/6
9
W Quabbin
L. Therrien


9/20
9
C. Quabbin
L. Therrien


9/29
2
Granville
J. Weeks


10/16
1
Longmeadow
B. Tynan


Now 12 October dates since 1999, 10/16 is latest since 1981

Yellow Warbler
Common resident – late dates


9/6
1
Northampton
S. Surner


9/16
2
Longmeadow
A. & L. Richardson


9/18
1
Hadley
P. Yeskie

Chestnut-sided Warbler
Common resident – late dates


9/19
1
W Quabbin
L. Therrien


9/20
1
C. Quabbin
L. Therrien

Magnolia Warbler
Common resident – peak number and late dates


9/3
5
Westfield
J. Hutchison


10/2
1
Granville
J. Weeks


10/3
1
Lenox
R. Laubach


10/4
1
Amherst
D. Minear


10/4
1
Granville
J. Weeks


10/5
1
Becket
R. Laubach


10/6
1
S Quabbin
L. Therrien

Black-throated Blue Warbler
Common resident – peak number and late dates


9/18
10
W Quabbin
L. Therrien


10/2
1
Granville
J. Weeks


10/4
1
Amherst
D. Minear


10/8
1
Hadley
P. Yeskie

Yellow-rumped Warbler
Common migrant and resident (highlands) - peak numbers 


10/4
193
Brookfield
M. Lynch


10/6
51
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


10/11
45
Amherst
H. Allen


10/11
165
S Quabbin
M. Lynch

Black-throated Green Warbler
Common resident and migrant – peak number and late dates


9/20
34
C. Quabbin
L. Therrien


10/8
2
Pittsfield
N. Mole


10/10
1
Granville
J. Weeks


10/10
1
S Quabbin
L. Therrien

Blackburnian Warbler
Common resident and migrant – late dates


9/21
1
W Quabbin
L. Therrien


10/23
1
Hadley
J. Smith



10/23 is new latest date, previous latest 10/12/1961

Pine Warbler
Common resident – peak number and late dates


9/20
41
C. Quabbin
L. Therrien


10/11
1
S Quabbin
M. Lynch


10/20
2
S Quabbin
L. Therrien

Prairie Warbler
Common resident –late dates


9/16
1
Amherst
H. Allen


9/18
2
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


10/4
1
Brookfield
M. Lynch


Now 3 October dates, others are 10/4/1998 and  10/14/2007

Palm Warbler
Common migrant – early asnd late dates and peak numbers


9/1
1
Amherst
L. Therrien


9/28
12
Belchertown
L. Therrien


10/4
13
Brookfield
M. Lynch


10/4
16
Southwick
S. Kellogg


10/29
1
Hadley
J. Smith

Bay-breasted Warbler
Uncommon migrant 


9/15
1
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


9/19
1
Mt Tom
T. Gagnon


Average 1.9 period records per year since 1984, peak 9 in 1997
Blackpoll Warbler 
Common migrant and rare local resident – early and late dates, peak number


9/6
1
W Quabbin
L. Therrien


9/13
2
Mt Tom
L. Therrien


9/28
17
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


10/10
2
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


10/11
3
S Quabbin
M. Lynch

Black & White Warbler
Common resident and migrant – peak number and late dates


9/20
12
C. Quabbin
L. Therrien


10/3
1
Sheffield
J. Drucker


10/4
1
Brookfield
M. Lynch

American Redstart
Common resident and migrant –late dates


9/23
1
Leverett
H. Allen


9/23
1
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


10/4
1
Granville
S. Kellogg

Ovenbird
Common resident – late date


9/21
1
W Quabbin
L. Therrien

Northern Waterthrush
Uncommon resident and migrant 


9/14
1
Amherst
H. Allen


Now 24 period records since 1994
Connecticut Warbler
Rare migrant


9/14
1
W Quabbin
L. Therrien


9/21
2
W Quabbin
L. Therrien


Average 3.6 period records per year since 1978, peak 13 in 2006
Mourning Warbler
Uncommon resident and migrant


9/9
1
Monroe
M. Lynch


Average 2.1 period records per year since 1978, peak 8 in 1984

Common Yellowthroat
Common resident and migrant – peak numbers and late dates


9/20
31
C. Quabbin
L. Therrien


10/22
1
Amherst
H. Allen


10/22
1
W Quabbin
L. Therrien


10/24
1
Hadley
S. Surner

Hooded Warbler
Rare vagrant

9/2-3
1
Hadley
P. Yeskie

Now 4 period records, last in 1979

Wilson's Warbler
Uncommon migrant

9/1
1
Windsor
T. Gagnon

9/5
1
Lanesboro
M. Kelly

9/13
1
Granville
J. Weeks

9/16
1
W Quabbin
L. Therrien

9/20
1
C. Quabbin
L. Therrien 

9/28
1
Chicopee
F. Bowrys

10/6
1
S Quabbin
L. Therrien

Average 4.4 period records per year since 1994, peak 9 in 2005

Now 7 October dates since 1983
Canada Warbler
Common resident and migrant - late date

9/20
1
Hadley
S. Surner

Scarlet Tanager
Common resident and migrant – late dates

9/27
1
Amherst
D. Minear


9/28
1
S Quabbin
L. Therrien
Eastern Towhee
Common resident – peak number and late date


9/20
51
C. Quabbin
L. Therrien


10/12
2
S Quabbin
L. Therrien

Tree Sparrow
Common migrant  – early date


10/15
12
S Hadley
H. Allen

Chipping Sparrow
Common resident and migrant – peak number


10/4
129
Brookfield
M. Lynch

CLAY-COLORED SPARROW



Casual vagrant


10/4
1
Brookfield
M. Lynch

Now 22 records since 1977, 7 records 1937-1970

Field Sparrow
Common resident – peak number and late date


10/4
5
Southwick
S. Kellogg


10/20
2
S Quabbin
L. Therrien

Vesper Sparrow
Uncommon resident


10/4
1
Hadley
F. Bowrys


10/10
1
Sheffield
J. Drucker


Average 4.5 period records per year since 1982, peak 9 in 1995

Savannah Sparrow
Common resident and migrant – peak count


10/10
22
Sheffield
J. Drucker


10/14
35
Northampton
T. Gagnon


10/24
145
Hadley
S. Surner


10/25
300
Hadley
J. Smith

Grasshopper Sparrow
Rare resident and migrant


10/19
1
Hadley
J. Smith


10/23
1
Hadley
J. Smith


Now 27 period records since 1979, four before 1992
NELSON’S SHARP-TAILED SPARROW



Casual vagrant


10/19,23
1
Hadley
J. Smith


Now 14 records since 1985, latest date


16 probable records prior to split 1939-1970

Fox Sparrow
Common migrant – early dates 


10/9
1
Pittsfield
N. Mole


10/17
1
Pittsfield
N. Mole


10/25
1
Ludlow
H. Allen


10/29
1
Granville
J. Weeks

Lincoln's Sparrow
Common fall migrant, uncommon in spring – early and late dates, peak number


9/13
1
Deerfield
S. Surner


9/13
1
Northampton
L. Therrien


9/14
1
W Quabbin
L. Therrien


10/3
12
Sheffield
J. Drucker


10/17
1
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


10/19
1
Hadley
J. Smith

Swamp Sparrow
Common year round resident and migrant – peak numbers


9/27
12
Northampton
T. Gagnon


10/4
37
Brookfield
M. Lynch


10/10
11
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


10/10
8
Sheffield
J. Drucker


10/24
2
Hadley
S. Surner

White-throated Sparrow
Common resident, migrant and winter visitor – peak numbers


10/4
145
Brookfield
M. Lynch


10/11
203
S Quabbin
M. Lynch


10/11
143
W Quabbin
L. Therrien

White-crowned Sparrow
Common migrant – early dates and peak numbers


10/3
1
Northampton
F. Bowrys


10/3
1
Sheffield
J. Drucker


10/4
1
Southwick
S. Kellogg


10/6
10
Hadley
H. Allen


10/9
12
Pittsfield
N. Mole


10/10
11
Sheffield
J. Drucker


10/14
16
Northampton
T. Gagnon


10/25
7
Hadley
J. Smith

Lapland Longspur
Rare migrant 


10/15
1
Northampton
B. Lafley


10/23
1
Granville
J. Weeks


10/25
2
Hadley
J. Smith


10/29
1
Hadley
J. Smith


Average 1.7 period records per year since 1979, peak 7 in 1997, 2005

Snow Bunting
Uncommon migrant and winter visitor


10/25,27
1
Hadley
J. Smith


10/29,30
2
Granville
J. Weeks


Average 3.5 period records per year since 1996, peak 7 in 2006, 2007

Rose-breasted Grosbeak
Common resident and migrant – peak numbers and late date


9/22
1
W Quabbin
L. Therrien


10/1
1
Pittsfield
T. Collins

BLUE GROSBEAK
Rare vagrant, casual in fall


10/4
1
Brookfield
M. Lynch


Now 11 period records, one in 1960 and 11 since 1979

Indigo Bunting
Common resident – late dates


10/4
1
Belchertown
L. Therrien


10/4
1
Brookfield
M. Lynch


10/6
1
Chicopee
F. Bowrys


10/6
1
Hadley
H. Allen

Dickcissel
Rare vagrant


9/19,27
1
Northampton
T. Gagnon


10/23
1
Hadley
J. Smith


Average 2.0 period records per year since 1979, peak 6 in 1989

Bobolink
Common resident – peak numbers and late dates


9/7
252
Northampton
T. Gagnon


9/9
186
Northampton
T. Gagnon


9/22
8
Northampton
T. Gagnon


10/19
1
Hadley
J. Smith

Red-winged Blackbird
Common resident – peak number


10/24
500
Belchertown
S. Surner

Eastern Meadowlark
Common local resident – last date


9/6
1
Northampton
S. Surner

Rusty Blackbird
Uncommon migrant


9/13
1
Amherst
H. Allen


9/28
1
Amherst
H. Allen


10/17
30
Pittsfield
N. Mole


10/18
3
Pittsfield
B. Wood


10/20
1
Longmeadow
T. Alicea


10/26
2
Belchertown
L. Therrien

Common Grackle
Common resident – peak numbers


10/20
5000
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


10/24
3500
Belchertown
S. Surner

Brown-headed Cowbird
Common resident, peak count


10/24
300
Hadley
S. Surner

Orchard Oriole
Common resident and migrant – late date


9/3
1
Westfield
J. Hutchison


Immature male, first September date

Purple Finch
Common resident and migrant, uncommon winter resident – peak numbers


9/20
1
C. Quabbin
L. Therrien


10/3
1
Pittsfield
R. Laubach


10/11
1
S Quabbin
M. Lynch


10/14
2
Blueberry Hill
J. Weeks


10/15
1
Hadley
P. Yeskie


10/22
1
Orange
L. Therrien


10/25
5
Hadley
J. Smith

Red Crossbill
Rare resident, migrant and winter visitor


9/20
2
C. Quabbin
L. Therrien


Now 12 period records since 1987

Pine Siskin
Common to rare migrant and winter visitor


9/1
1
Sheffield
S. MacDonald


Since 1994 reported every year in period except 1995, 2000, and 2006
Evening Grosbeak
Uncommon year round resident (highlands) and uncommon migrant, peak numbers


9/11
1
Lenox
R. Laubach


Average 3.2 period records per year since 1994, peak 16 in 2007
