BIRD NEWS OF WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS

MARCH-APRIL 2009 REPORT

Key

resident = a species breeding in the region

migrant = a species breeding north of our region and passing through in spring or fall 

visitor = a species breeding outside of our region, but present in some numbers for extended period in summer or winter

vagrant = a species breeding outside of our region and very rarely present here, usually for short periods

peak number(s) = largest or relatively large numbers of individuals of a species reported at a certain location on a day

record = presence of one individual or a similar number of individuals at one location on a single day, or over several days

The following status categories refer to the likelihood of sighting a species, not numbers present in region.

Common = more than 30 records in region per year or period

Uncommon = 10-30 records in region per year or period

Rare = less than 10 records per year or period, but more than 40 ever

Casual = 7-40 records ever (in caps)

Accidental = less than 7 records ever (in caps)

Unless noted, all sightings of uncommon or rare species are listed

NOTE: All mention of records or numbers refers to the March-April period. Most first date ranges are since 1970.
GR. WHITE-FR. GOOSE
Casual vagrant


3/1-23
1
Hadley/Amherst
S. Surner


Now 25 records, 3 before 1999, but every year since then.

Snow Goose 
Uncommon migrant, rare in winter


3/1
1
Hadley
H. Allen


3/6
2
Turners Falls
J. Smith


3/7
2
Northampton
T. Gagnon


3/13
1
Hadley
H. Allen


3/14
1
Northfield
H. Allen


3/16
1
Northampton
B. Bieda


3/27
1
Pontoosuc
N. Mole


4/1
1
Pittsfield
T. Collins


4/5
7
Tyringham
M. Lynch


4/5
1
Sheffield
M. Lynch


4/18
1
Hadley
S. Surner


Average 10 records per year since 1992, peak 18 in 2008


Normal first dates range from 3/4 (2/25, 2/26) to 4/3.


Normal last dates range from 3/23 to 4/30 (5/5) 

ROSS’S GOOSE
Accidental vagrant


3/16-20
8
Easthampton/Hadley
B. Bieda, vo


3/20-22
5
Hadley
vo


This group of adults was first found at the Arcadia Sanctuary marsh in the company of one immature Snow Goose and many Canada Geese. The first two days they were present there from late morning to late afternoon, leaving for a while before returning at dusk to roost.  On 3/18 they were seen in flight from Mt Tom soon landing on Lower Mill Pond in Easthampton, but again returning late to roost at Arcadia, as they did 3/19. During that day when they were seen in the morning at East Hadley Road in Hadley, as they were again on 3/20, their numbers reduced to five birds there in the afternoon. That night and the next (3/21) they roosted at Hadley Cove, returning to the Bay Road/East Hadley Road area each morning (3/21-22) but absent in the afternoon.  Only other records are in March, 1997 and October 2004.

CACKLING GOOSE
Casual vagrant


3/17
2
Easthampton
S. Surner


3/22
1
Easthampton
J. & A. Hoye


Now 4 records in last 3 years..

Canada Goose
Common year round resident – peak numbers


3/7
4000
Northampton
T. Gagnon


3/15
2200
Belchertown
L. Therrien


3/16
3000
Northampton
H. Allen

Mute Swan
Uncommon year round resident – peak numbers at all locations


3/8
2
Longmeadow
S. Kellogg


3/16
32
Turners Falls
T. Gagnon


3/22
2
Hadley
L. Therrien


3/27
1
Onota
N. Mole


3/27
1
Cheshire
N. Mole


4/5
1
S Egremont
M. Lynch

Wood Duck
Common resident and migrant – peak numbers


3/18
110
Northampton
F. Bowrys


3/18
14
Lee
R. Laubach


3/18
12
Hatfield
B. Lafley


3/21
25
Longmeadow
S. Kellogg


3/22
141
Hadley
L. Therrien


3/28
100
Northfield
M. Taylor


4/11
23
Easthampton
T. Gagnon


4/16
10
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


4/18
12
Williamsburg
A Mueller


4/30
13
Central Quabbin
L. Therrien


Typical peak numbers each year since 2001.


Normal first dates range from 2/18  (2/11, 2/15) to 3/16

Gadwall
Uncommon migrant, rare in winter


3/8
3
Turners Falls
B. Zajda


3/10
3
Turners Falls
H. Allen


3/11
2
Turners Falls
M. Taylor


3/18
3
Hatfield
B. Lafley


3/19
6
Hatfield
F. Bowrys


3/20
2
Hatfield
F. Bowrys


3/27
1
Hatfield
T. Gagnon


4/11
1
Turners Falls
S. Surner


4/13
2
Springfield
T. Alicea



Average 6 records per period since 1964, peak 14 in 2008. 


Normal first dates range from 3/5 (3/1) to 4/6.


Normal last dates range from 4/7 to 5/18.

American Wigeon
Uncommon migrant, rare in winter – peak numbers at all locations


3/8
7
Longmeadow
S. Kellogg


3/14
2
Turners Falls
S. Svec


3/16
2
Northampton
T. Gagnon


3/22
17
Hatfield
F. Bowrys


3/25
2
Lenox
G. Hurley


3/28
6
Agawam
S. Kellogg


4/11
2
Turners Falls
S. Surner


4/11
2
Longmeadow
D. Redman


Average 13 records per period since 1978, peak 31 in 2006,2008.

Normal first dates range from 2/25 (2/18) to 3/23.


Normal last dates range from 4/6 to 5/2.

Black Duck
Common migrant, uncommon year round resident and winter visitor – peak numbers


3/8/09
20
Longmeadow
S. Kellogg


3/18/09
10
Hatfield
B. Lafley


3/28/09
36
Northfield
M. Taylor

Mallard
Common year round resident – peak number


3/15/09
1000
Northampton
T. Gagnon

Blue-winged Teal
Uncommon migrant


4/4-8
4
Longmeadow
C. Supranant, vo


4/9-12
2
Longmeadow
C. Carpist, vo


3/30
2
Longmeadow
N. Eaton


3/31
2
Pontoosuc
G. Hurley


4/1
2
Onota
T. Collins


4/10
2
Pittsfield
G. Hurley


4/11
2
Easthampton
T. Gagnon


4/18-19
5
Longmeadow
J. Orcutt, S. Surner


4/24
4
Pittsfield
C. Blagdon


Average 7 records per period since 1978, peak 13 in 2007.

Normal first dates range from 3/12 (3/6, 3/8) to 4/13.

Northern Shoveler
Rare migrant, casual in winter


3/19
1
Longmeadow
N. Eaton


3/22
2
Cheshire
N. Purdy


3/30
1
Pittsfield
R. Laubach

Average 2.5 records per period since 1960, peak 8 in 2007.


Range of dates 3/3-4/27.

Northern Pintail
Uncommon migrant, rare in winter – peak numbers at all locations


3/1
8
Hadley
H. Allen


3/8
1
S Egremont
G. Ward


3/10
1
Amherst
H. Allen


3/16
19
Northampton
T. Gagnon


3/21
8
Longmeadow
F. Bowrys


3/22
10
Hatfield
F. Bowrys


Average 11 records per period since 1978, peak 33 in 2004.

Normal first dates range from 2/22 (2/15, 2/19) to 3/216

Normal last dates range from 3/22 to 4/27 (5/3)

Green-winged Teal
Uncommon migrant, rare in winter – peak numbers at all locations


3/7
2
Springfield
C. Supranant


3/8
4
S Egremont
G. Ward


3/8
30
Longmeadow
S. Kellogg


3/19
8
Hatfield
F. Bowrys


3/25
3
Lenox
G. Hurley


3/27
72
Northampton
T. Gagnon


3/30
4
Pittsfield
R. Laubach


4/7
8
Turners Falls
H. Allen


4/11
10
Easthampton
T. Gagnon


4/11
9
Amherst
H. Allen


4/18
4
Sheffield
J. Drucker


4/18
48
Hadley
S. Surner


4/19
8
Southwick
S. Kellogg


4/30
2
Longmeadow
M. & K. Conway


Average 11 records per period since 1994, peak 19 in 2008.


Normal first dates range from 2/28 (2/20, 2/24) to 3/28.

Normal last dates range from 4/17 to 5/21.

Canvasback
Rare migrant, casual in winter


3/11-14
1
Turners Falls
M. Taylor


Average 2.5 records per period since 1963, peak 14 in 2008, 9 before 1963.


Range of dates 3/2-4/19 (4/28)

Ring-necked Duck
Common migrant, rare in winter – peak numbers at all locations.


3/7
4
Sheffield
J. Drucker


3/8
63
Springfield
B. Tynan


3/8
4
S Egremont
G. Ward


3/11
2
Amherst
H. Allen


3/14
95
Turners Falls
H. Allen


3/14
30
Longmeadow
J. LaPointe


3/15
26
Agawam
R. Staron


3/16
6
Northampton
H. Allen


3/18
22
Chicopee
F. Bowrys


3/22
11
Easthampton
R. Laubach


3/25
7
Hadley
H. Allen


3/27
15
Southwick
S. Kellogg


3/27
23
Cheshire
N. Mole


4/2
8
Athol
J. Duprey


4/6
2
Becket
R. Laubach


4/8
10
Hatfield
H. Allen


4/15
23
Holyoke
L. Therrien


4/16
13
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


4/21
1
Turners Falls
H. Allen


Average 18 records per period since 1994, peak 32 in 2000.
Normal first dates range from 2/18 (2/10) to 3/19 


Normal last dates range from 4/17 to 5/1.

Greater Scaup
Uncommon migrant, rare in winter


4/5
2
Turners Falls
S. Kellogg


4/7
4
Turners Falls
H. Allen


Average 7 records per period since 1978, peak 14 in 1989.


Normal first dates range from 3/4 to 3/27.


Normal last dates range from 4/1 to 5/6.

Lesser Scaup
Uncommon migrant, rare in winter


3/7-10
1
Springfield
C. Supranant


3/26
2
Southwick
S. Kellogg


3/29
2
Turners Falls
S. Surner


4/1
2
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


4/22
1
Southwick
S. Kellogg


Up to 15 (1989) records per year since 1978


Normal first dates range from 3/2 to 4/4.


Normal last dates range from 4/6 to 5/4.

Bufflehead
Uncommon migrant, rare in winter – first and last date, peak numbers at all locations


3/10
2
Turners Falls
H. Allen


3/16
6
Northampton
T. Gagnon


3/18
1
Chicopee
F. Bowrys


3/22
3
Southwick
S. Kellogg


3/29
6
Turners Falls
S. Surner


4/1
4
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


4/8
2
Becket
R. Laubach


4/11
6
Turners Falls
S. Surner


4/22
2
Turners Falls
A. Regish


Average 18 records per period since 1994, peak 22 in 2003,2008.


Normal first dates range from 2/26 (2/11, 2/17) to 3/24.


Normal last dates range from 4/10 to 5/13. 

Common Goldeneye
Uncommon migrant and winter resident – last date, peak numbers at all locations


3/4
12
Agawam
S. Kellogg


3/6
22
Turners Falls
H. Allen


3/8-14
14
Turners Falls
B. Zajda, H. Allen


3/14
2
Northfield
H. Allen


3/22
1
Southwick
S. Kellogg


3/29
2
Cheshire
A. Werner


4/7
2
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


Average 4 records per period since 1994, peak 9 in 2000.

Normal last dates range from 4/7 to 4/19 (4/24, 4/30, 5/1)

Hooded Merganser
Common migrant, uncommon resident and winter visitor– peak numbers at all locations


3/7
9
Sheffield
J. Drucker


3/8
4
Springfield
B. Tynan


3/8
4
Southwick
S. Kellogg


3/8
6
S Egremont
G. Ward


3/10
36
Turners Falls
H. Allen


3/11
4
Northampton
L. Therrien


3/15
9
Belchertown
L. Therrien


3/19
17
Amherst
H. Allen


3/25
12
Lenox
G. Hurley


3/25
8
Hadley
H. Allen


3/27
18
Hatfield
T. Gagnon


3/29
4
Cheshire
A. Werner


3/30
4
Richmond
R. Laubach


4/5
10
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


4/24
7
Central Quabbin
L. Therrien


Normal first dates range from 2/11 to 3/10.

Common Merganser
Common migrant and winter visitor, uncommon resident – peak numbers


3/7
14
Sheffield
J. Drucker


3/14
11
Springfield
B. Tynan


3/25
13
Hadley
H. Allen


3/26
100
Southwick
S. Kellogg


3/26
78
Northampton
T. Gagnon


3/29
10
Cheshire
A. Werner


3/30
20
Stockbridge
R. Laubach


3/30
229
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


3/30
120
Pittsfield
R. Laubach


4/2
35
Athol
J. Duprey


4/8
23
Becket
R. Laubach


4/11
95
Turners Falls
S. Surner

Red-breasted Merganser
Uncommon migrant


3/29
1
Turners Falls
S. Surner


4/11
1
Turners Falls
S. Surner


4/17
1
Whately
H. Allen


4/21
4
Turners Falls
S. Surner


4/26
2
Turners Falls
H. Breder


Average 4 records per period since 1978, peak 12 in 1986.


Normal first dates range from 2/25 (2/19) to 4/6.


Normal last dates range from 4/18 to 4/28.


Ring-necked Pheasant
Uncommon year round resident


4/2
1
Amherst
L. Therrien

Ruffed Grouse
Common year round resident – peak numbers at all locations


3/14
2
Orange
J. Duprey


4/7
3
Belchertown
J. Zepko


4/24
7
Central Quabbin
L. Therrien

Wild Turkey
Common year round resident – peak numbers


3/8
40
Amherst
H. Allen


3/15
32
Belchertown
L. Therrien

Red-throated Loon
Rare migrant


4/21
1
Turners Falls
S. Surner


Now 14 records since 1961, range of dates 3/18-4/28

Common Loon
Uncommon migrant, rare resident and winter visitor – peak numbers, all locations


4/5
1-2
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


4/5
1
Turners Falls
S. Kellogg


4/7
1
Southwick
S. Ricker


4/7
1
Amherst
H. Allen


4/18
2
Southwick
S. Kellogg


4/22
2
Mt Tom
T. Gagnon


4/29
4
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


4/29
1
Hinsdale
B. Wood


4/30
1
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


Average 6 records per period since 1994, peak 9 in 2000.


Normal first dates range from 3/19 (3/7) to 4/14.

Pied-billed Grebe
Uncommon migrant, rare in winter, casual resident


3/1
1
Cheshire
N. Mole


3/30
1
Longmeadow
N. Eaton


4/2
1
Williamstown
M. Brodskaya


4/8
2
Longmeadow
S. Ricker


4/15
1
Holyoke
L. Therrien


4/16
1
Granville
M. Conway


4/23
1
Longmeadow
A Mueller


Average 9 records per period since 1994, peak 18 in 2000.


Normal first dates range from 3/5 (3/2) to 4/7.


Normal last dates range from 4/18 to 4/28.

Horned Grebe
Uncommon migrant and winter visitor


3/27
3
Cheshire
T. Begley


4/11
5
Turners Falls
S. Surner


4/21
1
Turners Falls
S. Surner


4/22
5
Turners Falls
L. Therrien


4/29
1
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


Average 11 records per period since 1978, peak 17 in 2000.


Normal first dates range from 3/1 to 4/9.


Normal last dates from 4/20-5/4.

Red-necked Grebe
Uncommon migrant, rare in winter


4/11
10
Turners Falls
S. Surner


4/11
1
Holyoke
T. Gagnon


4/21
11
Turners Falls
S. Surner


4/21
1
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


4/22
10
Turners Falls
L. Therrien


4/22
2
Lenox
G. Hurley


Average 6 records per period since 1978, peak 16 in 1996.
Double-crested Cormorant
Common migrant and summer visitor – first date, peak numbers


4/1
2
Hadley
H. Allen


4/22
202
Mt Tom
T. Gagnon


4/22
122
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


Normal first dates range from 3/26 (3/14) to 4/24.

American Bittern
Uncommon resident


4/10
1
Royalston
C. Caron


4/22
2
Lenox
G. Hurley


4/25
1
Cheshire
M. Lynch


4/27
1
Athol
J. Duprey


4/29
1
Belchertown
L. Therrien


Average 4 records per period since 1978, peak 16 in 1996.

Normal first dates range from 4/5 (3/25, 2/29) to 4/21.

Great Blue Heron
Common resident and migrant - early date and peak numbers


3/15
9
Northampton
T. Gagnon


3/27
7
Onota
N. Mole


3/28
34
Easthampton
T. Gagnon


Normal first dates range from 3/3 (2/23, 2/25) to 3/27.

Great Egret
Uncommon migrant and summer visitor, rare in spring


4/8-9
1
Longmeadow
S. Ricker


4/10
1
Lanesboro
C. Blagdon


4/27
3
Longmeadow
H. Allen


Now 35 records since 1983, 5 in period 1954-1976, earliest dates 3/26.

Green Heron
Common resident – first dates


4/26
1
Longmeadow
C. Carpist


4/26
3
Amherst
D. Minear


4/27
3
Athol
J. Duprey


Normal first dates range from 4/12 (4/3, 4/7,4/9) to 4/30.

Glossy Ibis
Rare migrant


4/7
1
Westover
M. Allen


4/18-30
1
Longmeadow
J. Wojtanowski


Now 26 records, only 3 before 1971, early dates 3/28, 4/3, 4/5.

Black Vulture
Uncommon year round resident


3/7
1
Williamstown
L. Reed-Evans


3/7
23
Sheffield
J. Drucker


3/19
2
Pittsfield
T. Collins


3/28
4
Pittsfield
R. Laubach


3/29
1
Williamstown
M. Brodskaya


4/10
1
Lanesboro
C. Blagdon


4/19
3
Southwick
S. Kellogg


Only 8 records outside south Berkshire before 2004, 29 since then. 

Turkey Vulture
Common resident and migrant – peak numbers, watch total


3/7
10
Williamstown
L. Reed-Evans


3/7-4/23
64
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


3/11
30
Deerfield
D. Mako


3/15
12
Westfield
S. Kellogg


4/2-4
29
Orange
B. Lafley


4/5
26
Sheffield
M. Lynch


4/5
33
Russell
M. Lynch


4/22
18
Mt Tom
T. Gagnon


The 9-year Barre Falls average is 75.
Osprey
Common migrant, casual resident – first date, peak and total watch numbers


3/31-4/30
66
Barre Falls
B. Kamp 


4/18
11
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


4/22
19
Mt Tom
T. Gagnon


4/23
16
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


The 9-year average at Barre Falls is 134, low for second year in a row

Normal first dates range from 3/14 (3/7, 3/8) to 4/11.

Bald Eagle
Common year round resident and migrant - peak and total watch numbers


3/5
9
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


3/7-4/25
19
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


3/8
14
S Quabbin
M. Lynch


3/25
4
Amherst
L. Therrien


4/2-4
5
Orange
B. Lafley


The 9-year average count at Barre Falls is18.
Northern Harrier
Uncommon migrant, rare in winter, casual resident


3/23
1
Northampton
R. Laubach


3/28-4/24
14
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


4/5
1
Tyringham
M. Lynch


4/18
2
Sheffield
J. Drucker


4/22
2
Mt Tom
T. Gagnon


4/24
1
Southwick
S. Ricker


4/25
2
Cheshire
M. Lynch


4/27
1
Northampton
T. Gagnon


4/29
1
Southwick
S. Kellogg


The count at Barre Falls is twice the 2008 total, the 9-year average count is17. 


Normal first dates range from 3/5  (3/1) to 4/1.

Sharp-shinned Hawk
Common migrant, uncommon winter visitor and resident – peak and total 



watch numbers


3/18-5/3
101
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


4/19
24
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


4/22
9
Mt Tom
T. Gagnon


The lowest count ever at Barre Falls, the 9-year average is 166.

Cooper's Hawk
Common migrant and uncommon year round resident  - total watch number


3/14-4/25
10
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


4/22
4
Mt Tom
T. Gagnon


The count at Barre Falls was better than 2008 but still low, the 9-year average is 14.

Northern Goshawk
Uncommon year round resident and migrant


3/7
2
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


3/14,18,26
1
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


4/17 (mig)
1
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


4/22
1
Southwick
S. Kellogg


4/25
1
Cheshire
M. Lynch


Average 6 records per period since 1992, peak 12 in 1993.
Red-shouldered Hawk
Common resident, rare in winter – watch number


3/14-4/18
11
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


Lowest ever watch count, 9-year average 21.

Broad-winged Hawk
Common resident and migrant – first dates, peak and total watch numbers


4/10-5/3
593
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


4/18
14
Westfield
J. Zepko


4/19
51
Southwick
S. Kellogg


4/19
109
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


4/22
208
Mt Tom
T. Gagnon


4/23
314
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


4/24
50
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


4/25
34
Cheshire
M. Lynch


4/26
16
Belchertown
L. Therrien


Watch count at Barre Falls better than 2008 but still low, 9-year average is 780.

Normal first dates range from 3/22 to 4/17.

Red-tailed Hawk
Common years round resident and migrant - peak and total watch numbers


3/7-4/27
78
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


3/8
10
Southwick
S. Kellogg


3/18
8
Easthampton
T. Gagnon


Lowest count at Barre Falls since 2002, 9-year average is 113.
Rough-legged Hawk
Rare winter visitor and migrant


3/8
1
Turners Falls
B. Zajda


Average 2 records per period since 1978, peak 12 in 2007.
American Kestrel

Common migrant and uncommon resident, rare in winter –first date, watch number


3/19
1
Hadley
F. Bowrys


3/26-4/27
64
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


4/18
3
Hadley
S. Surner


4/22
4
Mt Tom
T. Gagnon


4/25
6
Cheshire
M. Lynch


Almost double the 2008 count at Barre Falls, 9-year average is 66


Recent normal first dates range from 3/4 to 3/19.

.

Merlin
Uncommon migrant, rare in winter


3/18
1
Northampton
F. Bowrys


4/5 (mig)
1
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


4/18 (mig)
1
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


4/20
1
Belchertown
L. Therrien


The 9-year average is 8 at BF, 4 period records is fewest since 1998.

Average 4 records per period since 1978, peak 11 in 1991 (not incl. hawkwatches).


Normal first dates range from 3/8 (3/1) to 4/8.

Peregrine Falcon
Uncommon year round resident and migrant


3/7
1
W Springfield
J. LaPointe


3/17-31
2
Springfield
vo


3/10
1
Deerfield
H. Allen


4/8
1
Deerfield
H. Allen


4/17
1
Sunderland
H. Allen


4/19
1
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


4/22
2
Deerfield
L. Therrien


Average 4 records per period since 1978, peak 10 in 2007, 2008.

Virginia Rail 
Uncommon resident


3/22
1
New Marlborough
G. Himmel


4/16
1
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


4/19
1
Southwick
S. Kellogg


4/21
1
Pittsfield
D. St James


4/28
1
Southwick
S. Kellogg


Now 49 records since 1992, peak 5 in 2002.


New earliest first date, normal first dates ranged from 4/6 (3/24, 3/28, 3/31) to 4/28.

Sora 
Uncommon resident and migrant


4/18
1
Southwick
S. Kellogg


Now 30 records since 1960, peak 4 in 1989.


Normal first dates range from 4/18 (4/8, 4/10) to 5/12.

Common Moorhen
Rare year round resident


4/22
1
Lenox
G. Hurley


Now 7 April records since 1980, last in 2004, earliest date April 18, 1980.
American Coot
Uncommon migrant, rare in spring


4/4
1
Longmeadow
C. Supranant


4/8
1
Longmeadow
S. Ricker


Now 40 records since 1980 (12 in April) peak 4 in 1984, 1995.

Killdeer
Common resident - first dates, peak numbers


3/7
7
Sheffield
J. Drucker


3/7
1
Northampton
T. Gagnon


3/8
2
S Quabbin
M. Lynch


3/13
13
Amherst
H. Allen


4/5
10
Hatfield
S. Kellogg


Normal first dates range from 2/23 (2/15, 2/18, 2/19) to 3/13.

Spotted Sandpiper
Common resident – early date


4/27
1
Athol
J. Duprey


Normal first dates range from 4/17 ( 4/12, 4/13) to 4/29.

Solitary Sandpiper
Common migrant – early dates


4/25
1
Longmeadow
A. & L. Richardson


4/26
3
Amherst
L. Therrien


4/27
1
Longmeadow
H. Allen


4/28
1
Athol
J. Duprey


4/29
2
Longmeadow
G. Kingston


4/29
1
Amherst
H. Allen


4/30
2
Longmeadow
M. & K. Conway


Normal first dates range from 4/11 (4/6, 4/7) to 5/11.

Greater Yellowlegs
Uncommon migrant


4/25
1
Cheshire
M. Lynch


Average 7 records per period since 2000, peak 12 in 2004.

Normal first dates range from 3/25 (3/21) to 4/25.

Lesser Yellowlegs
Uncommon migrant


4/29
2
Longmeadow
T. Alicea


Now 56 records since 1978, peak 6 in 2008.

Normal first dates range from 4/6 (3/29) to 5/2.

Pectoral Sandpiper
Uncommon migrant


3/30,31
2,1
Hadley
C. Gentes


4/5
4
Hatfield
B. Kane 


4/6
2
Hatfield
H. Allen, C. Gentes


Now 59 records since 1978, peak 8 in 1981, range of dates 3/16-4/26.

Wilson's Snipe
Uncommon migrant, rare resident, casual in winter 


3/17
1
Hadley
H. Allen


3/25
1
Amherst
L. Therrien


4/10
3
Amherst
L. Therrien


4/11
1
Turners Falls
S. Surner


4/16
2
Hadley
S. Surner


4/18
1
Southwick
S. Kellogg


4/18
1
Sheffield
J. Drucker


4/19
4
Longmeadow
S. Surner


4/21
1
Lee
D. St James


4/22
1
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


4/25
4
Cheshire
M. Lynch


4/27
1
Northampton
T. Gagnon


4/27
5
Longmeadow
H. Allen


4/30
1
Longmeadow
M. & K. Conway


Average 8 records per period since 1994, peak 18 in 2004.

Normal first dates range from 3/6 to 4/6.

American Woodcock
Common resident – early dates and peak numbers


3/7
1
Williamstown
L. Reed-Evans


3/14
6
Longmeadow
A. & L. Richardson


3/26
6
E Longmeadow
G. Kingston


Normal first dates range from 2/13 to 3/29.

Bonaparte's Gull
Rare migrant


3/29
3
Onota
A. Werner


4/21
2
Turners Falls
S. Surner, H. Allen


Average 3 records per period since 1978, peak 9 in 1995, 13 in period 1953-1976.


Earliest first date March 24 in 1974 and 1987.
Iceland Gull
Rare Migrant and winter visitor


3/1-5
1
Turners Falls
J. Smith


3/5
1
Springfield
E. Rutman


3/6
3
Turners Falls
J. Smith


3/10
1
Turners Falls
H. Allen


Average 4 records per period since 1978, peak 8 in 2004.


Normal last date 4/19, latest dates April 28, 1984, May 1, 1985. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull
Rare migrant and winter visitor


3/1-2
2
Turners Falls
J. Smith


3/6,10
1
Turners Falls
H. Allen


Now 36 records since 1978, peak 4 in 1987.
Glaucous Gull
Rare Migrant and winter visitor


3/1-6
1
Turners Falls
J. Smith


Now 50 records since 1982, peak 4 in 1994, 2001, 2008.


Normal last date 4/22, latest dates May 2, 1992, May 9, 1983

CASPIAN TERN
Casual migrant


4/21
1
Turners Falls
M. Fairbrother


Now 27 records overall, last 9/10/2004.


Now 10 April records, 8 since 1993, earliest date 4/19, last in 2002.

Eastern Screech Owl
Common year round resident – all records


3/13
1
Hadley
H. Allen


3/15
1
Hadley
P. Yeskie


4/14
1
Hadley
H. Allen


4/13
9
Petersham
M. Lynch


4/26
4
Tyringham
M. Lynch


4/28
4
Williamstown
L. Reed-Evans

Great Horned Owl
Common year round resident – all records


3/27
1
Williamstown
M. Brodskaya


3/27
1
Northampton
T. Gagnon


4/1
1
Williamstown
M. Brodskaya


4/20
2
Southwick
S. Kellogg


4/25
2
Cheshire
M. Lynch

Barred Owl
Common year round resident – all records


3/22
1
Becket
R. Laubach


4/7,22
2,1
Belchertown
J. Zepko


4/13
1
Becket
R. Laubach


4/14
1
Ashfield
S. Sauter


4/16
2
Greylock
T. Gagnon


4/18
1
Sheffield
J. Drucker


4/21,26
1
Southwick
S. Kellogg


4/30
1
Westfield
E. Goodkin

Short-eared Owl 
Rare migrant and winter visitor


3/6
1
Hadley
C. Gentes


Now 20 records since 1935, third report since 1993, latest date 4/20.
Saw-whet Owl
Uncommon resident, migrant, and winter visitor


4/14
1
Ashfield
S. Sauter


4/25
2
Cheshire
M. Lynch


Average 2 records per period since 1978, peak 8 in 1995.
Whip-poor-will
Common resident – early date


4/29
1
Southwick
S. Kellogg


4/29
1
Northampton
T. Gagnon


Normal first dates range from 4/16 to 5/9.

Chimney Swift
Common resident – early date


4/29
50
Longmeadow
G. Kingston


4/29
2
Amherst
H. Allen


Normal first dates range from 4/13 (4/11) to 5/1.

Ruby-throated Hummingbird
Common resident and migrant – first dates


4/22
1
Granby
L. Rogers


4/28
1
Athol
D, Small


4/29
1
Pittsfield
N. Mole


4/30
2
Deerfield
R. Ranney-Blake


Now 13 late April records since 1996.


Normal first dates range from 4/25 (4/20, 4/22, 4/23) to 5/10.

Belted Kingfisher
Common resident, rare in winter - early dates


3/8
1
Longmeadow
S. Kellogg



3/8
1
W. Springfield
J. Zepko


3/19
1
Amherst
H. Allen


3/28
1
Cummington
T. Gagnon


3/30
2
S Quabbin
L. Therrien

Red-bellied Woodpecker
Common year round resident, uncommon in hills – selected location


4/25
2
Williamsburg
A Mueller 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker
Common resident – first dates and peak numbers


3/27
2
Williamstown
M. Brodskaya


4/3
1
Becket
R. Laubach


4/7
1
Belchertown
J. Zepko


4/25
18
Cheshire
M. Lynch


4/30
30
Central Quabbin
L. Therrien


Normal first dates range from 3/25 to 4/12.

Northern Flicker
Common resident and migrant, uncommon in winter – early date


3/8
1
W Springfield
J. Zepko


3/8
1
Turners Falls
B. Zajda


Normal first dates range from 3/1 to 4/2.

Pileated Woodpecker
Common year round resident – peak numbers


3/6
3
Northampton
T. Gagnon


3/30
4
Amherst
H. Allen


4/22
3
Mt Tom
T. Gagnon


4/24
5
Central Quabbin
L. Therrien

Least Flycatcher
Common resident – early dates


4/26
1
Southwick
S. Kellogg


4/26
1
Northfield
M. Taylor


4/27
2
Northfield
M. Taylor


4/30
20
Central Quabbin
L. Therrien


Now 9 April records since 1994.


Normal first dates range from 4/24 to 5/8.

Eastern Phoebe
Common resident - early dates, peak numbers


3/22
1
Hatfield
F. Bowrys


3/26
1
Amherst
A. Mueller


4/10
6
Pittsfield
N. Mole


4/10
9
Amherst
L. Therrien


Normal first dates range from 3/4 to 4/2.

Great Crested Flycatcher
Common resident – early dates


4/26
1
W Springfield
J. Zepko


4/27
1
Longmeadow
H. Allen


4/28
1
Southwick
S. Kellogg


Now 10 April records since 1994.


New earliest date, normal first dates ranged from 4/27 to 5/7.

Eastern Kingbird
Common resident – early dates


4/25
1
Sheffield
J. Drucker


4/27
2
Northfield
M. Taylor


4/27
1
Athol
J. Duprey


4/30
6
Central Quabbin
L. Therrien


Now 17 April records since 1994.


Normal first dates range from 4/21 to 5/4.

Northern Shrike
Uncommon migrant and winter visitor


3/8
1
Turners Falls
B. Zajda


3/10
1
Windsor
T. Gagnon


3/10
1
Savoy
T. Gagnon


3/15
1
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


3/17
1
Amherst
H. Allen


3/25
1
Amherst
L. Therrien


3/27
1
Windsor
G. Hurley


3/28
1
Windsor
T. Gagnon


3/28
1
Savoy
T. Gagnon


4/8
1
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


Average 4 records per period since 1978, peak 12 in 2008.


Now 14 April records since 1978, latest date 4/21.
Yellow-throated Vireo
Common resident – early dates


4/27
1
Northfield
M. Taylor


4/28
1
Shutesbury
K. Wier


4/29
1
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


4/29
1
Belchertown
L. Therrien


Matched earliest date, normal first dates range from 4/27 to 5/7.

Blue-headed Vireo
Common resident and migrant – early dates, peak numbers


4/19
1
Mt Tom
N. Eaton


4/20
1
Sunderland
A. Richards


4/24
13
Central Quabbin
L. Therrien


4/25
17
Cheshire
M. Lynch


Normal first dates range from 4/6 to 4/24.

Warbling Vireo
Common resident – first date


4/28
4
Southwick
S. Kellogg


Normal first dates range from 4/25 (4/20) to 5/9.

Red-eyed Vireo
Common resident – early date


4/26
1
W Springfield
J. Zepko


New earliest date, normal first dates ranged from 4/30 to 5/10.

Blue Jay
Common year round resident and migrant – peak numbers


3/6
40
Becket
R. Laubach


3/10
99
Windsor
T. Gagnon


3/10
62
Savoy
T. Gagnon

American Crow
Common year round resident and migrant – peak number


3/7
300
Barre Falls
B. Kamp

Fish Crow
Uncommon year round resident


3/8
1
W Springfield
J. Zepko


3/15
7
Northampton
T. Gagnon


3/21
3
Longmeadow
J. Cavanaugh


3/28
1
Agawam
S. Kellogg


4/10
1
Springfield
A. & L. Richardson


4/16
5
Hadley
S. Surner


4/24
1
Southwick
S. Ricker


Average 4 records per period since 1978, peak 9 in 2008. 2 records before then.

Common Raven
Common year round resident - peak numbers


3/5
9
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


3/6
5
Becket
R. Laubach


4/24
10
Savoy
T. Gagnon


4/25
5
Cheshire
M. Lynch

Horned Lark
Common and winter visitor and rare resident – peak numbers


3/7
102
Sheffield
J. Drucker


4/16
55
Hadley
S. Surner

Tree Swallow
Common resident – early dates and peak numbers


3/15
1
Pittsfield
C. Blagdon


3/25
2
Lenox
G. Hurley


3/26
3
Southwick
S. Kellogg


4/6
300
Lenox
A. Werner


4/7
500
Turners Falls
H. Allen


4/11
400
Holyoke
T. Gagnon


4/22
200
Southwick
S. Kellogg


Normal first dates range from 3/14 (3/10) to 3/28.

N. Rough-winged Swallow
Common resident– early dates


4/7
1
Longmeadow
N. Eaton


4/8
1
Longmeadow
S. Kellogg


4/11
1
Holyoke
T. Gagnon


4/11
1
Turners Falls
S. Surner


Normal first dates range from 3/28 to 4/17.

Bank Swallow
Common resident – early dates


4/25
1
Sheffield
J. Drucker


4/27
12
Southwick
S. Kellogg


4/29
5
Northampton
T. Gagnon


Normal first dates range from 4/12 (4/5,4/9) to 5/1.

Barn Swallow
Common resident - early dates

`
4/5
1
Sheffield
 M. Lynch


4/11,15
1
Southwick
S. Kellogg


4/18
2
Belchertown
L. Therrien



Normal first dates range from 4/5 (3/29, 3/30) to 4/22.

Red-breasted Nuthatch
Common migrant and resident, irruptive winter visitor - peak numbers


3/10
3
Windsor
T. Gagnon


4/24
7
Central Quabbin
L. Therrien


4/25
18
Cheshire
M. Lynch

Brown Creeper
Common year round resident and migrant - peak numbers


4/8
4
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


4/15
4
Holyoke
L. Therrien


4/24
6
Central Quabbin
L. Therrien

House Wren
Common resident – early date


4/26
2
Southwick
S. Kellogg


4/26
1
Belchertown
L. Therrien


Normal first dates range from 4/14 to 4/30.

Winter Wren
Common resident and migrant – early dates


3/15
1
Holyoke
T. Gagnon


3/31
1
Belchertown
J. Zepko


3/31
1
Becket
R. Laubach


Normal first dates range from 3/6 to 4/14.

Golden-crowned Kinglet
Common migrant and winter visitor, uncommon resident - peak numbers


3/6
2
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


3/8
1
Southwick
S. Kellogg


3/10
1
Windsor
T. Gagnon


4/10
3
Pittsfield
N. Mole


4/24
6
Central Quabbin
L. Therrien


4/25
3
Cheshire
M. Lynch


4/30
3
Central Quabbin
L. Therrien

Ruby-crowned Kinglet
Common migrant, casual in winter – early dates and peak numbers 


4/9
1
Longmeadow
C. Carpist


4/10
2
Belchertown
L. Therrien


4/10
2
Amherst
L. Therrien


4/19
8
Longmeadow
S. Surner


4/24
22
Central Quabbin
L. Therrien


4/25
12
Southwick
S. Kellogg


4/25
29
Cheshire
M. Lynch


Normal first dates range from 3/27 (3/23) to 4/15.

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
Common summer resident – early dates


4/23
1
Amherst
J. Ortiz


4/25
2
Southwick
S. Kellogg


4/25
3
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


Normal first dates range from 4/8 to 4/24.

Eastern Bluebird
Common year round resident and migrant, peak number


3/15
4
Northampton
T. Gagnon


3/28
4
Shutesbury
K. Wier


4/2
4
Amherst
L. Therrien


4/25
4
Cheshire
M. Lynch


Normal migrant? first dates range from 2/8 to 3/8

Veery
Common resident – early date


4/29
1
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


Normal first dates range from 4/28 (4/25, 4/27) to 5/10.

Gray-cheeked Thrush
Rare migrant


4/30
1
Central Quabbin
L. Therrien


First April date, previous earliest date May 2, 2001.

Hermit Thrush
Common resident and migrant, rare in winter – early dates, peak number


3/10
1
Williamsburg
A Mueller


4/9
2
Conway
B. Hart


4/10
2
Springfield
N. Eaton


4/10
2
Pittsfield
N. Mole


4/11
4
Holyoke
T. Gagnon


4/25
25
Cheshire
M. Lynch


March date likely wintering bird, normal first dates range from 3/28 (3/25) to 4/13.

Wood Thrush
Common resident – first date


4/27
3
Southwick
S. Kellogg


4/27
1
Northampton
T. Gagnon


Normal first dates range from 4/23 to 5/4.

American Robin
Common year round resident – early peak numbers


3/2
12
Turners Falls
M. Fairbrother


3/8
30
W Springfield
J. Zepko


3/8
80
S Quabbin
M. Lynch

VARIED THRUSH
Casual vagrant


4/24-30
1
Palmer
J. Atherton


Female coming to feeder, now 4 period records, other April date is April 7, 2004
Gray Catbird
Common resident, casual in winter– early dates


3/26
1
Hadley
D. Minear


4/10
1
Longmeadow
C. Supranant


4/29
2
Amherst
H. Allen


Two early dates likely wintering birds, 2 other recent March dates, both in 2006.

Normal first dates range from 4/22  (4/20) to 5/4.

Brown Thrasher
Common resident, casual in winter  – all dates


4/7
1
Amherst
D. Minear


4/10
1
Amherst
H. Allen


4/18
1
Southwick
S. Kellogg


4/18
1
Sheffield
J. Drucker


4/19
1
Amherst
H. Allen


4/21
1
Pittsfield
D. St James


4/21
1
Belchertown
L. Therrien


4/24
1
Pittsfield
C. Blagdon


4/26
1
Longmeadow
C. Carpist


Matched earliest date, normal first dates range from 4/11 (4/7) to 4/26.

Bohemian Waxwing
Rare irruptive vagrant


3/1
8
Middlefield
P. Purdy


3/1
20
Becket
R. Laubach


3/2
5
Turners Falls
M. Fairbrother


3/2
49
Becket
R. Laubach


3/6
6
Turners Falls
J. Smith


3/7
50
Windsor
C. Blagdon


3/8
55
Turners Falls
B. Zajda


3/9
12
Pittsfield
G. Hurley


3/9
16
Becket
R. Laubach


3/15
25
Williamstown
G. Hurley


3/30
9
Windsor
B. Wood


4/5
10
Turners Falls
S. Kellogg


4/7
5
Turners Falls
H. Allen


4/11
1
Turners Falls
S. Surner


Flight not as massive as 2008, but now 4 flight years since 2000, latest date 4/19.
Cedar Waxwing
Common year round resident – peak numbers


3/1
50
Belchertown
H. Allen


3/6
41
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


3/6
55
Northampton
T. Gagnon


3/10
300
Turners Falls
H. Allen


3/31
25
W Springfield
J. Zepko

Blue-winged Warbler
Common resident – early dates


4/26
1
Sheffield
J. Drucker


4/26
1
Amherst
J. Merriam


4/29
2
Belchertown
L. Therrien


Normal first dates range from 4/24 to 5/4.

“Lawrence’s Warbler”
Rare hybrid


4/29
1
Belchertown
L. Therrien

Nashville Warbler
Common migrant and uncommon resident – early dates


4/29
4
Pittsfield
N. Mole


4/29
1
Longmeadow
G. Kingston


4/30
1
Central Quabbin
L. Therrien


Normal first dates range from 4/25 (4/20) to 5/4.

Northern Parula
Common migrant –early dates


4/26
1
W Springfield
J. Zepko


4/28
2
Amherst
L. Therrien


4/29
1
Longmeadow
G. Kingston


4/30
1
Longmeadow
C. Carpist


4/30
2
Central Quabbin
L. Therrien


Normal first dates range from 4/26 (4/20) to 5/8.

Yellow Warbler
Common resident – early dates


4/25
1
Southwick
S. Kellogg


4/27
3
Longmeadow
H. Allen


4/29
2
Amherst
H. Allen


Normal first dates range from 4/19 (4/17) to 5/3.

Chestnut-sided Warbler
Common resident – early dates, peak number


4/26
2
Sheffield
J. Drucker


4/27
1
Florence
T. Gagnon


4/29
1
Longmeadow
G. Kingston


4/30
26
Central Quabbin
L. Therrien


Normal first dates range from 4/26 (4/24) to 5/8.

Magnolia Warbler
Common resident – early date


4/29
1
Longmeadow
G. Kingston


Normal first dates range from 4/29 (4/23) to 5/8.

Black-throated Blue Warbler
Common resident – early date, peak number


4/29
1
Southwick
S. Kellogg


4/29
1
Longmeadow
G. Kingston


4/30
9
Central Quabbin
L. Therrien


Normal first dates range from 4/27 (4/20,4/23,4/24) to 5/8.

Yellow-rumped Warbler
Common migrant and resident, early dates and peak numbers


4/10
1
Longmeadow
C. Supranant


4/11
2
Holyoke
T. Gagnon


4/11
2
Amherst
H. Allen


4/23
100
Longmeadow
A Mueller


4/24
26
Central Quabbin
L. Therrien


4/25
46
Cheshire
M. Lynch


4/27
22
Northfield
M. Taylor


Normal first dates range from 3/30 (3/12,3/24,3/25,3/26) to 4/20.

Black-throated Green Warbler
Common resident and migrant – early dates, peak number


4/25
1
Sheffield
J. Drucker


4/26
7
Sheffield
J. Drucker


4/26
1
Pittsfield
J. Morris-Siegel


4/30
9
Central Quabbin
L. Therrien


Normal first dates range from 4/20 (4/14) to 5/2.

Blackburnian Warbler
Common resident – early dates


4/25
1
Williamsburg
A Mueller


4/26
1
Pittsfield
J. Morris-Siegel


4/29
2
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


4/29
1
Pittsfield
C. Blagdon


4/30
1
Central Quabbin
L. Therrien


Normal first dates range from 4/24 to 5/7

Pine Warbler
Common resident – early dates and peak numbers


4/4
1
Springfield
E. Rutman


4/5
1
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


4/7
1
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


4/7
2
Belchertown
J. Zepko


4/7
1
Belchertown
L. Therrien


4/16
21
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


4/24
46
Central Quabbin
L. Therrien


Normal first dates range from 3/27 to 4/13.

Prairie Warbler
Common resident - early dates


4/25
1
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


4/29
2
Southwick
S. Kellogg


4/29
1
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


4/30
1
Central Quabbin
L. Therrien


Normal first dates range from 4/27 to 5/7.

Palm Warbler
Common migrant – early dates and peak numbers


4/8
2
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


4/10
1
Pittsfield
N. Mole


4/10
1
Belchertown
L. Therrien


4/10
1
Amherst
L. Therrien


4/11
3
Holyoke
T. Gagnon


4/11
4
Amherst
H. Allen


4/19
12
Longmeadow
S. Surner


4/20
11
Amherst
L. Therrien


4/21
19
Belchertown
L. Therrien


4/24
20
Central Quabbin
L. Therrien


Normal first dates range from 3/30 (3/26) to 4/15.


Black & White Warbler
Common resident and migrant – early dates


4/25
1
Southwick
S. Kellogg


4/25
1
Sheffield
J. Drucker


4/25
3
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


4/25
2
Cheshire
M. Lynch


4/26
1
Russell
S. Kellogg


Normal first dates range from 4/17 (4/11) to 4/30.

American Redstart
Common resident and migrant - early date


4/30
1
Longmeadow
C. Carpist


Normal first dates range from 4/27 (4/24) to 5/10.

Ovenbird
Common resident - early date


4/26
6
Sheffield
J. Drucker


4/26
1
Southwick
S. Kellogg


Normal first dates range from 4/25 to 5/6.

Northern Waterthrush
Common resident and migrant – early dates


4/26
1
Pittsfield
J. Morris-Siegel


4/27
1
Southwick
S. Kellogg


4/28
2
Southwick
S. Kellogg


4/29
2
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


4/29
1
Hinsdale
B. Wood


Normal first dates range from 4/16 (4/13) to 4/30.

Louisiana Waterthrush
Common resident – early dates


4/11
1
Turners Falls
S. Surner


4/12
1
Southwick
S. Kellogg


4/14
1
Mt Tom
H. Allen


4/15
1
Holyoke
L. Therrien


4/16
1
Amherst
H. Allen


Normal first dates range from 4/6 (4/3) to 4/19.

Common Yellowthroat
Common resident – early dates


4/26
1
Sheffield
J. Drucker


4/28
1
Southwick
S. Kellogg


Normal first dates range from 4/26 (4/24) to 5/5.

Eastern Towhee
Common resident – early dates


4/18
1
Sheffield
J. Drucker


4/19
1
Southwick
S. Kellogg


4/19
1
Mt Tom
N. Eaton


Normal first dates range from 4/4 (3/29, 4/1) to 4/20.

Tree Sparrow
Common winter visitor - late date


4/18
1
Williamsburg
A Mueller


4/18
1
Sheffield
J. Drucker


Normal last dates range from 4/9 to 4/30 (5/4,5/5,5/8).

Chipping Sparrow
Common resident – early dates, peak number


4/9
1
Pittsfield
T. Collins


4/9
2
Pittsfield
N. Mole


4/11
1
Turners Falls
S. Surner


4/12
1
Shutesbury
K. Wier


Normal first dates range from 3/25 to 4/16

Field Sparrow
Common resident, rare in winter – wintering dates, early dates


3/1-4/9
1
Southwick
S. Kellogg


4/4
1
Belchertown
S. Surner


4/11
1
Turners Falls
S. Surner


4/18
14
Southwick
S. Kellogg


Normal first dates range from 3/5 to 4/8.

Vesper Sparrow
Uncommon resident 


4/18
1
Sheffield
J. Drucker


4/18
2
Hadley
S. Surner


4/23
1
Northampton
A Mueller


Normal first dates range from 4/4 (4/1) to 4/18.


Average 3 records per period since 1992, peak 6 in 2000.

Savannah Sparrow
Common resident, rare in winter – early dates


4/17
1
Deerfield
H. Allen


4/18
1
Southwick
S. Kellogg


4/18
3
Hadley
S. Surner


4/18
1
Amherst
S. Surner


Normal first dates range from 3/25 to 4/18.

Fox Sparrow
Common migrant - early date, peak numbers, late dates


3/8
1
Southwick
S. Kellogg


3/8
1
S Egremont
G. Ward


3/13
1
Amherst
H. Allen


3/24
3
Granby
L. Hoffman


3/25
6
Florence
T. Gagnon


4/8
3
Pittsfield
N. Mole


4/18,23
2
Williamsburg
A Mueller


Normal first dates range from 2/26 (2/14,2/23) to 3/30.


Normal last dates 4/11 (4/4) to 4/30 (5/4, 5/6).

Lincoln’s Sparrow
Common migrant, uncommon in spring – early dates


4/13
1
Lenox
T. Collins


4/29
1
Northampton
T. Gagnon


New earliest date, normal first dates range from 4/29 (4/23,4/26) to 5/16.

Swamp Sparrow
common summer resident – early dates


4/10
1
Lenox
G. Hurley


4/10
2
Amherst
L. Therrien


4/11
1
Holyoke
T. Gagnon


Normal first dates range from 3/29 to 4/15.

White-crowned Sparrow
Common migrant, less common in spring – early date


4/11
1
Pittsfield
T. Collins


New earliest date, normal first dates ranged from 4/21 (4/13, 4/14) to 5/7.

Snow Bunting
Uncommon migrant and winter visitor – late dates


3/5
1
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


3/8
2
S Quabbin
M. Lynch


Average 3 records per period since 1978, peak 9 in 2001


Normal last dates range from 3/3 to 4/12.
Lapland Longspur
Rare migrant and winter visitor


4/22
1
Chicopee
M. Allen


Now 36 period records since 1978, peak 3 in 2005, latest date April 27, 2006.
Rose-breasted Grosbeak
Common resident and migrant – early dates


4/24
1
Williamsburg
A Mueller


4/27
1
Longmeadow
H. Allen


Normal first dates range from 4/23 to 5//7.

Indigo Bunting
Common resident – first date


4/27
1
Florence
T. Gagnon


4/30
1
Whately
H. Allen


Normal first dates range from 4/27 (4/24, 4/25) to 5//11.

PAINTED BUNTING
Accidental vagrant


4/30
1
Whately
B. Benner


Other records are 6/20,1962 in S. Hadley, 4/19-21,1974 in Southampton, 10/11 1995 in Williamstown, and 11/25-12/3,2006 in Huntington.

Dickcissel
Rare fall migrant and winter visitor, accidental in spring


3/1-11 (pr)
2
Deerfield
D. Mako


3/12-4/26 (m)
1
Deerfield
D. Mako


Now 10 spring records, 3 in period, other 2 in 1980.

Bobolink
Common resident – early dates


4/25
1
Southwick
S. Svec


4/26
1
Sheffield
J. Drucker


4/30
1
Amherst
H. Allen


Matched earliest date, normal first dates range from 4/29 (4/25, 4/26) to 5/8.

Red-winged Blackbird
Common resident – peak number


3/15
1500
Northampton
L. Therrien

Eastern Meadowlark
Common summer resident, local – early dates, peak numbers


3/14
1
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


3/28
1
Northfield
M. Taylor


4/19
3
Amherst
H. Allen


4/21
5
Tyringham
D. St James


4/25
3
Cheshire
M. Lynch


Normal first dates range from 3/10 (3/5, 3/7, 3/8)  to 4/1.

Rusty Blackbird
Uncommon migrant


3/8
14
Turners Falls
B. Zajda


3/8
1
S Quabbin
M. Lynch


4/10
1
Amherst
L. Therrien


4/18
2
Belchertown
L. Therrien


4/20
1
S Quabbin
L. Therrien


4/20
1
Longmeadow
N. Eaton


4/25
4
Cheshire
M. Lynch


Normal first dates range from 2/27 (2/22) to 4/2.

Orchard Oriole
Uncommon resident


4/28
2
Southwick
S. Kellogg


4/29
1
Amherst
D. Minear


4/30
1
Longmeadow
A. & L. Richardson


Now 12 April dates.


Normal first dates range from 4/28 (4/22, 4/25) to 5//11.

Baltimore Oriole
Common resident – early dates


4/26
1
Longmeadow
C. Carpist


4/26
1
Amherst
D. Minear


4/27
1
Southwick
S. Kellogg


Normal first dates range from 4/25 (4/15, 4/22 4/23) to 5//3.

Purple Finch
Common resident, rare to uncommon in winter – early date, peak numbers


3/2
11
Becket
R. Laubach


4/24
10
Central Quabbin
L. Therrien


4/25
8
Sheffield
J. Drucker


4/25
29
Cheshire
M. Lynch


4/29
12
S Quabbin
L. Therrien

Red Crossbill
Casual resident, rare migrant and irruptive winter visitor


3/2
2
Pittsfield
J. Morris-Siegel


Now 48 period records since 1985, peak 12 in 1988. 

White-winged Crossbill
Casual resident, rare migrant and irruptive winter visitor


3/2
12
Pittsfield
J. Morris-Siegel


3/11
2
Wilbraham
B. Olsen


Now 36 period records since 1985, peak 7 in 2001.

Common Redpoll
Common to rare irruptive winter visitor – all records


3/1
1
Southwick
S. Kellogg


3/1
2
Palmer
A. Nascin


3/7
2
Shutesbury
K. Wier


3/9
12
Washington
M Wiley


3/15
25
Granby
H. Allen


3/17
15
Washington
M Wiley


Were these birds in an off year a result of the huge Pine Siskin invasion?

Pine Siskin
Common to rare irruptive winter visitor, casual resident– peak numbers


3/1
200
Southwick
S. Kellogg


3/2
60
Williamsburg
A. Mueller


3/3
276
Sheffield
S. Macdonald


3/7
50
Williamstown
L. Reed-Evans


3/7
47
Shutesbury
K. Wier


3/9
40
Washington
M. Wiley


3/15
19
Belchertown
L. Therrien


3/18
75
Barre Falls
B. Kamp


4/8
30
Pittsfield
N. Mole


4/10
13
Springfield
A. & L. Richardson


4/11
20
E Longmeadow
G. Kingston


4/25
10
E Longmeadow
J. Delaney


4/25
18
Cheshire
M. Lynch


Only comparable flight years were 1988 and 1990.

Evening Grosbeak
Uncommon year round resident and irruptive winter visitor


3/28
2
Washington
E. Neumuth


4/24
4
Central Quabbin
L. Therrien


4/30
2
Central Quabbin
L. Therrien


Now 56 period records since 1994, peak 7 in 2001.

